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Welcome to the SSRN Copyright Reference Guide, for Authors posting their
content on SSRN. This guide aims to help you understand your rights,
navigate copyright issues, and share your work responsibly. By referring to
these guidelines, you can ensure compliance and contribute positively to
SSRN and the broader academic community.

Understanding Copyright

Copyright Basics:
Copyright protects original works of authorship, giving creators exclusive rights to their
creations. These rights include reproduction, distribution, adaptation, and public display.

Public Domain:

Works in the public domain are not protected by copyright and can be freely used by anyone.
This includes works with expired copyrights or those intentionally placed in the public domain
by the creator.

Understanding Publishing Rights

Intricacies and Sharing Liberties:
The display of a copyright notice on a work, indicating the author's copyright ownership, doesn't always
directly translate into the ability to freely share or distribute the work. This is because when authors enter info
publishing agreements, they might transfer some or all of their rights to publishers. Such a transfer can
significantly impact where and how the content can be shared, potentially resulting in embargoes or specific
papers versions permitted for platforms like SSRN.

As a result, while the copyright notice acknowledges ownership or attribution, it doesn't necessarily establish
the right to post the piece. This emphasizes the importance of obtaining a clear understanding of your rights
and familiarizing yourself with publishers' policies. This proactive approach ensures authors can make well-
informed decisions about sharing their work responsibly and effectively.

Understanding Manuscript Versions

When sharing your research on SSRN, it's important to be aware of the different manuscript versions and their
implications. These versions reflect various stages of the publication process and have varying copyright
considerations:

Working Paper:

A working paper, often referred to as a preprint, is an early draft of your research that has not yet undergone
peer review. Sharing working papers on SSRN allows for collaboration, feedback, and exposure in the
academic community.

Accepted Manuscript:

After peer review, when your paper has been accepted by a journal but hasn't undergone the publisher's
formatting and editing process, it's known as the accepted manuscript. Many publishers allow authors to share
the accepted manuscript on platforms like SSRN, helping to disseminate research before the final publication.

Final Published Version:

The final published version, also known as the Version of Record, is the polished, formatted, and edited article
as it appears in the journal. It often includes pagination, official journal branding, and editorial improvements.
Publishers might have specific policies about sharing the final published version, often reserving exclusive rights
for distribution.

When posting content on SSRN, you generally have more flexibility with sharing working papers and accepted
manuscripts. However, to determine which version you can share and where and when you can post it, consult
your publisher's copyright policies and/or your author agreement. If you're uncertain, it's recommended to
contact your publisher for clarification.

Rights and Permissions

Third-Party Content:
If your document includes content owned by a third party (not the author), you are responsible for ensuring
that your use complies with the copyright policies of the content owner. Any content with copyright held by
someone other than the author requires permission from the third-party rightsholder. Always refer to the

publisher's policies to understand third-party copyright obligations. & _
Examples of third-party copyright or restricted use include: ﬁ
® Copyright held by someone other than the author 737/

® "Permission required" instructions for contacting a third party ' t X X 3 -

® Restrictive license text limiting usage
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Watermark or stamp - may show name, IP address of
downloader, etc. (a method used by publishers to
discourage sharing)
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