
What’s new in Embase®?

The details of our December 2020 release



New! Overview of December 2020 Embase release

• Addition of a new field (Loaded Date)

• New search capabilities on PICO search form

• Author sorting

• Addition of GMDN codes on Emtree

• Other updates

• Bug fixes



Addition of a new field (Loaded Date)

A new field code called Loaded Date (ld) has been added to allow searching in all 

the dates the record has been updated. This will allow all searches have the same 

amount of results no matter when the search has been constructed.

SD LD

Query for a date range • [01-01-2020]/sd NOT [02-01-2020]/sd

• Search for records that have been loaded on 2020-

01-01 (yyyy-mm-dd)

• [01-01-2020]/sd

• Search for records that have been loaded since 

2020-01-01 till now

• [2020-01-01 to 2020-01-01]/ld

• Search for records that have been loaded 

on 2020-01-01 (yyyy-mm-dd)

• [2020-01-01 to 2020-11-17]/ld

• Search for records that have been loaded 

from 2020-01-01 up to 2020-11-17.

Matching on (multiple) date values 

with single value

No, because the dateLoaded field has become multi-valued 

(storing all previous values and new value), the matching on 

a single value using a range (e.g. [01-01-2020]/sd NOT [02-

01-2020]/sd) will give inaccurate results.

This results in the same behavior as it was the case before 

when only the last dateLoaded value was stored: no match 

on the older date when the record is updated. The new date 

will still be matched.

Yes, can also search for single date LD value as 

'2020-01-1':ld, which is equivalent to [2020-01-01 to 

2020-01-01]/ld



New search capabilities on PICO search form

Addition of /exp/mj for mapped terms and addition of free text search in keywords 

and in title, abstract and keywords

Before release                                        After release 



Author sorting

Results can be now sorted by the first author’s last name.



Addition of GMDN codes on Emtree

GMDN codes are being added to the majority of the medical devices terms. The rest of the codes will 

be implemented in further releases.

Before release

After release



Other updates

• Percentage signs are now searchable on Embase.

• OpenURL link is now added on the email alerts.

• Similarity searches changes the default sorting to “Relevance” to get most relevant results 

on top.



Bug fixes

• Fixed a bug where the synonym list of the PV Wizard disappeared randomly.

• Fixed a bug where the PV Wizard variant names was empty after first use.

• Fixed a bug in the PV Wizard and PICO forms where exporting the suggestions 

wasn’t downloading all the terms suggestions.

• Fixed a bug in the saved searches where a search query was disappearing after 

editing it.

• Fixed a bug where highlighting changed the order of articles when exporting a 

list.
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